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a definite step, had not a persistent rumour been
spread that Englishmen were about to replace Egyp-
tians throughout the system.

In the units of the Expeditionary Force, /^waitir^;
demobilization, were soldiers who in civ]-,in life-
worked as railwaymen; and that they miglW regain
the practice of their calling, the Egyptian Government
had thrown open to them the shops and offices of the
State Railways. It was a kindly intention, but the
act cost the giver nothing, since the pay and main-
tenance of the soldiers were supported by Army
funds. No Englishman displaced ;ro. Egyptian : nor
until the moment suited did the latter resent the
intrusion of the former. But the Nationalist party
had found the argument which they sought. Up and
down the line word was passed that British soldiers
had come to take the place of Egyptians on the rail-
ways. The General Manager too late learnt the
existence of the rumour, and before he could in-
form his men of the true facts, drivers, signalmen,
guards and others had ceased to work. The exodus of
personnel was complete ; traffic over the system was
entirely stopped; and for a few brief hours the
leaders of the party claimed that they had won a
victory.

But the triumph was far from complete, and
Nationalists had not taken British energy into account.
Behind a determined General Manager stood an
equally obstinate community, who resented this un-
provoked attack upon their convenience. Largely from
the assistance afforded by private citizens, the Adminis-
tration succeeded speedily in re-establishing train
service between the capital and the suburbs, and with
Alexandria. But the State Telegraph and Postal
employees, who had followed {the example of the
railwaymen, could not be so' easily replaced, and
Cairo was unable to communicate with distant pro-